CELLULOSE

INTRODUCTION
IN the period 1895-1900, which has elapsed since the original
publication of our work on ' Cellulose/ there have appeared a
large number of publications dealing with special points in
the chemistry of cellulose. So large has been the contribution
of matter that it has been considered opportune to pass it
under review; and the present volume, taking the form of a
supplement to the original work, is designed to incorporate
this new matter and bring the subject as a whole to the level
to which it is thereby to be raised. Some of our critics in
reviewing the original work have pronounced it 'inchoate.'
For this there are some explanations inherent in the matter
itself. It must be remembered that every special province
of the science has its systematic beginning, and in that stage
of evolution makes a temporary ' law unto itself/ In the
absence of a dominating theory or generalisation which, when
adopted, gives it an organic connection with the general ad-
vance of the science, there is no other course than to classify
the subject-matter. Thus ' the carbohydrates ' may be said to
have been in the inchoate condition, qualified by a certain
classification, prior to the pioneering investigations of Fischer.
In attacking the already accumulated and so far classified
material from the point of view of a dominating theory, he
found not only that the material fell into systematic order